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Report of the Fourth Pennsylvania May Count
May 13, 1995

by Alan C. Gregory

The fourth annual North American

Migration Count was conducted on May

13, 1995, again in conjunction with the

observance of International Migratory

Bird Day. Birders in 32 Pennsylvania

counties participated this year. Five

counties joined the count program this

year, but the total number of

participating counties rose only by two as

three counties which participated last

year dropped out for the 1995 count. The

number of participating birders

(including stationary observers and

feeder watchers) in Pennsylvania

reached 628, an increase of 216

participants over the 1994 count. The

total cumulative number of birds counted

across the state this year reached

142,102 individuals, a substantial

increase over the 113,764 birds recorded

in 1994 and considerably higher than the

107,193 birds recorded in 1993, the

second year of the NAMC. A total of 220

species was reported statewide in the

1995 count, somewhat lower than 1994's

226.

The top five counties in numbers of

participants for 1995 were: Franklin, 56;

Indiana, 50; Westmoreland , 46;

Philadelphia, 40; and Chester, 37.

Those counties which participated

in 1994 but not this year are Forest,

Montgomery and Wyoming. New to the

count for 1995 are Chester, Clearfield,

Lebanon, Lehigh, and Potter counties.

T h u s ,  w h i l e  t h e  c o u n t y - l e v e l

participation trend continues upward,

the “curve” has just about flattened out.

It is heartening, however, to see a

tremendous increase in the number of

individual participants.

I continue to welcome ideas from

readers on how to increase participation

in the NAMC. The NAMC remains an all-

volunteer program. There is no

participation fee and all costs associated

with the count program, such as postage,

paper supplies, envelopes, and copying

charges, are paid for by participants at

all levels. It is truly a grass-roots

program and is deserving of participation

by all organized birding clubs and

Audubon chapters.

While many Audubon chapters and

bird clubs conduct fund-raising bird

counts on the same day as the NAMC, it

is possible — with just a bit more effort

— to record data in the field for the

NAMC while also conducting a

birdathon. Please contact me for more

information about the data collection

aspect of the NAMC. For information

about the methodology employed in the

field for the NAMC, I refer readers to the

report of the second annual count

(Pennsylvania Birds, 7(2), 34-38).

Finally, the NAMC is an

outstanding opportunity for groups of

knowledgeable birders to spread the

message of bird conservation — and the

Partners in Flight program in particular

— to the lay public. Only by heightening

the public*s knowledge about the

importance of migratory birds in

particular and wildlife in general can we

expect that same public to join us in

conserving birds and their habitat in

Pennsylvania.

WEATHER

The weather on count day favored

birders, but no significant weather event

(i.e., a cold front) immediately preceded

the count day. Some northern counties

reported early morning temperatures in

the mid-40s. Temperatures remained on

the cool side throughout the afternoon.

Nick Kerlin in Sullivan reported an

afternoon high of 60E, while Bob Ross in

Tioga reported 60E at noon. The pre-

dawn low in Luzerne count was 50E, with

an afternoon high of 70E. In Indiana to

the west, observer Marcy Cunkelman

reported “perfect” observing conditions in

her detailed notes about a Philadelphia

Vireo sighting. Margaret Higbee, the

Indiana compiler, reported a pre-dawn

low of 42E, with an afternoon high of 78E.

In the southcentral region, the weather

story was very similar. Dauphin compiler

Grace Randolph listed a pre-dawn low of

50E, with an afternoon high of 75E. And

in the southeast quadrant of the state.

Herbert Houston in Chester reported a

pre-dawn low of 50E and an afternoon

high of 74E. It was cooler in Wayne in the

Poconos region, where co-compilers Voni

and Joe Strasser reported a pre-dawn

low of 42E and an afternoon high of 65E.

The Strassers started the day under

foggy conditions.

By the afternoon hours, some light

cumulus covered most of the state. Winds

were predominately out of the south, but

at moderate speeds.

As I write this report, all of

Pennsylvania is  under drought

conditions. No significant rainfall has

fallen in southern Luzerne since early

August and the dryness evident across

the region really began appearing last

winter. Very few significant snowstorms

affected the Northeast and by early

March what little snowpack left by

winter storms had already melted. What

effect will the drought have on wintering

birds? What effect will it have on the

state*s crop of mast? The upcoming

Christmas Bird Count and next spring*s

May count will, perhaps, help answer

these questions.

THE TOP-20

The 20 most abundant birds reported

this year were:

1. American Robin 10,143

2. European Starling 7,948

3. Common Grackle 6,630

4. Red-winged Blackbird 6,311

5. Canada Goose 4,511

6. Gray Catbird 4,273

7. American Crow 3,748

8. Barn Swallow 3,454

9. American Goldfinch 3,435

10. Song Sparrow 3,201

11. Common Yellowthroat 2,941

12. Mourning Dove 2,920

13. Chipping Sparrow 2,891

14. House Sparrow 2,649

15. Blue Jay 2,616

16. House Finch 2,566

17. Northern Cardinal 2,520

18. Ovenbird 2,435

19. Yellow Warbler 2,361

20. Rock Dove 2,337

Pushed off the top 20 list this year

were: Tree Swallow, Chimney Swift,

Brown-headed Cowbird and Red-

eyed Vireo.

NOTES ON SELECTED SPECIES

One Horned Grebe was reported -

in Wayne. A Least Bittern was a nice

find in Butler. Also among the heron

species, a Snowy Egret was observed in

Bedford. A lingering Oldsquaw was a

nice find in Cumberland.

Eleven Bald Eagles were reported,

with reports well distributed across the

state*s northern tier: Wayne (1), Tioga

( 1 ) ,  S u l l i v a n  ( 1 ) ,  D a u p h i n

(3),Cumberland (1), and Butler (4).
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Observers reported 16 shorebird

species, including: Semipalmated

Plover (21), Killdeer (733), Greater

Yellowlegs (43), Lesser Yellowlegs

(62), Solitary Sandpiper (203),

Spotted Sandpiper (372), Upland

Sandpiper  (3) , Semipalm ated

Sandpiper (5), Least Sandpiper (137),

White-rumped Sandpiper (a well-

described individual in Cumberland),

Pectoral Sandpiper (2), Dunlin (34),

Short-billed Dowitcher (1 in Centre),

Common Snipe (18), and American

Woodcock (69).

A lone Black Tern was reported

from Cumberland. This species continues

to show signs of a drastic decline

throughout the East.

Eight Barn Owls were noted, 3 in

Franklin and 5 from Bucks. A Short-

eared Owl was a nice, but not

unexpected, find in Venango. A lone

Northern Saw-whet Owl turned up in

Centre . Thirty-f ive Red-headed

Woodpeckers were tallied across the

state.

Olive-sided Flycatchers, another

species thought to be in trouble in the

Northeast, were found in Indiana (1),

Cumberland (1), and Chester (2). Two

Yellow-bellied Flycatchers  were

discovered — one in Elk and the other in

Clarion.

Carolina Wrens continued their

recovery from the severe winter of 1993-

94, with 200 tallied across the state, a

solid increase from the 118 reported

statewide in the 1994 NAMC. A lone

Sedge Wren was an exceptional find in

Westmoreland.

NAMC observers tallied 37 warbler

species. Among the warbler reports were

a few individuals of the two Golden-

winged/Blue-winged hybrids, the

“Lawrence*s” and “Brewster*s.”

A single Summer Tanager was

tallied, the lone individual reported from

Venango. A Blue Grosbeak was a nice

find in Chester.

A CORRECTION

The 1994 report credited Luzerne

observers with 142 species. But a Winter

Wren was erroneously left off the tables.

Thus, Luzerne birders tallied 143 species

in 1994.
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COMPILERS AND PARTICIPANTS

ADAMS: Art Kennell, Warbler
Woods, 2332 Bullfrog Rd, Fairfield 17320;
Nonie Kennell; Jack Locher, Nancy Locher,
Barry Myers, Patti Myers.

ALLEGHENY: Paul Hess, 1412
Hawthorne St, Natrona Heights 15065;
Paul Brown, Mike Fialkovich, Ted Floyd.

BEDFORD: Rosie McGinnett, RR 1,
Box 426, Bedford 15522; Nancy Barefoot,
Dixie Defibaugh, Laura Jackson, Mike
Jackson, Ron Kidd, Benjamin Madore,
Clyde McGinnett, Sara Miles, William
Miles, Brenda Popelish, Allen Reimer,
Evelyn Stinson.

BERKS: Kerry A. Grim, 707 Turner
St, Hamburg 19526; Carl Drasher, Carolyn
Drasher, Rudy Keller, Joanne Kintner,
Barry Pounder, Evelyn Rudderow, Matt
Spence, Bill Ulrich, Andy Wlasniewski,
Matt Wlasniewski, Toni Wlasniewski.

BLAIR: Stan Kotala, RR 3, Box 866,
Altoona 16601; Marcia Bonta, William
Burch, Mary Chronister, Carol Cupper,
Jack Cupper, Jim Curtiss, Colette Heller,
Mike Kensinger, Bill King, John Salvetti,
Bill Wilkinson.

BUCKS :  Ken Kitson ,  704
Headquarters Rd, Ottsville 18942; D.
Allison, A. Bauer, D. Morris-Bauer,
G.Campbell, K. Campbell, G. Carmichael,
S. Conyne, S. Farbotnik, R. French, N.
Goldstein, J. Hartley, W. Margolis, J.
McCarthy, R. Mercer, E. Nemeth, D. Orris,
D. Phillips, T. Reckner, Hart Rufe, J. Rufe,
B. Scheibner, C. Snyder, W. Wesler, W.
Whitelan. 

BUTLER: Gene Wilhelm, 147
Cemetery Rd, Slippery Rock 16057; Debbie
Bell, Wayne Bell, Helen Beck, Gene
Butcher, Suzanne Butcher, Chuck
Cornelius, Joe Cornelius, Ruth Crawford,
Helen Ferguson, Marguerite Geibel,
Marilyn Johnston, Shirley McCarl, Ken
Redinger, Betty Starr, Clark Trauterman,
Ned Weston, Joanne Wilhelm.

CENTRE: Eugene Zielinski, 1322 Old
220, Bellefonte 16823; Blanche Bordner,
Dorothy Bordner, David Brandes, Ed Budd,
Kathryn Byrnes, Nell Fredericksen, Todd
Fredericksen, Alice Fuller, Ted Fuller,
Harry Henderson, Mark Henry, Jonathan
Jones, Mary Ellen Kiernan, Michael
Kiernan, Don Laird, Pearl Laird, Alan
MacEachren, Fran MacEachren, Alison
Norris, Becky Peplinski, John Peplinski,
Charlotte Pryor, Margaret Pryor, Bob
Snyder, William Toombs, George Young,
Sue Young.

CHESTER: Herbert A. Houston, 1280
Wylie Rd, West Chester 19382; Bill Barber,
Nancy Bernhardt, Mary Bleecker, Barry
Blust, Laura Blust, Barbara Bohner,
Devault Chrisman, Robert Cook, John
Davis, Paul Earley, Jacob Guthrie, Tom
Hart, Jamie Helmer, Beryl Hurlock, Phyllis

Hurlock, Mary Alice Knox, Grant
Lashbrook, Margie Lashbrook, Joe
Maloney, John McNamara, Earl Potrafke,
James Russell, Grier Saunders, Russell
Swett, Marie Thorley, Nancy Trout, Lisa
Tull, Dale Umble, Era Vandenburg, Judy
White, Ellie Wolf, Richard Wolf.

CLARION: Fred Crowley (1995);
Margaret Buckwalter, RR 2, Box 26,
Shippenville 16254 (1996); Paulette
Colantonio, Pat Conway, John Fedak,
Michael Leahy, Lois Sager, Karl Schurr,
Ruth Schurr, Kathy Street, John Street.

CLEARFIELD: Stephen M. and
Mary Ann C. Belin, RR 1, Box 285,
Houtzdale 16651; Imogene Ickes, Beverly
Matchock, Bob Matchock, Nancy Matchock,
Jody Odrosky, Angelia Priselac, Katie
Priselac, Michael Priselac, Cindy Potter,
Dave Potter, Ethel Shimmel, Vladimere
Temchack.

CUMBERLAND: Don and Joan Pat-
tison, 325 Wolf Bridge Rd, Carlisle 17013;
Sharon DeVenney, Jane Earle, Richard
Ferrell, Frances Freet, Don and Robyn
Henise, Les Keck, Jill Kropewnicki,
Ramsay Koury, Jeanne Moses,Tim Moses,
Al Padilla, Joan Renninger, Robert Schell,
Heather Snoddy, Glen VanFleet, Kim
VanFleet, Carol Walker, Scott Walker,
John Walters.

DAUPHIN: Grace Randolph, 1960
Country Hill Dr, Harrisburg 17111; Jane
Barnette, Scott Bills, Stephanie Bills,
Frank Blum, Ed Chubb, Joe Church, Nancy
Cladel, Dick Franz, Jim Funck, Joan
Funck, Keith Hoke, Mark McConaughy,
Sharon Rannels, Steve Rannels, John
Showers, Tom Smith.

ELK: Linda Christenson, 602 Sunset
Rd, St. Marys 15857; Doris Fedorko, Dick
Horsey, Evelyn Krug, Dave Sorg, Irene
Spencer, Susan Steffan, Theron Steffan,
Steve Wingate, Sue Wingate, Dave Wolfe.

FRANKLIN: J. Kenneth Gabler, 2381
Lincoln Way West, Chambersburg 17201;
Winnie Adams, Blaine Barnhart, Vaughnie
Barnhart, Richard Bell, Susan Bell, Joan
Bowan, Richard Bower, Ruth Ernst, Shirley
Fenstermacher, Dale Gearhart, Julie
Grahe, David Grove, Margaret Grove, Earl
Gilmore, Jesse Hague, Wilmer Hague,
Barbara Higgens, Dan Higgens, Betty
Hayden, Bill Hayden, Roger Herr-Paul,
Janet Hershey, Mary Jane High, Elizabeth
Johnson, Rosa Kunkel, Galen Lehman,
Helen Lehman, Larry Lehman, Arlene
Lipper, Mark Lipper, James Long, Ed
Miller, Vickie Miller, Nancy Myers, Earl
Nollenberger, Delores Purnell, Joyce
Schaff, Philip Schaff, Mary Jo Schwanger,
Ann Snyder, Larry Shellock, Joe Strite,
Debra Stuff, Joyce Stuff, Rebecca Wertime,
Lisa Woolley, Ed Yelinck, Katie Yelinck,
Jane Yerkes, Thomas Yerkes.

GREENE: Kathy Kern, RR 1,Box 58,
Waynesburg 15370; Anna Blystone, Cathy
Blystone, George Blystone, Steve
Blystone,Terry Dayton, William Hosfelt,
Kevin McElhaney, Bradley Wentzel, Cory
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Wentzel, William Wentzel.
HUNTINGDON: Greg Grove, RR 1,

Box 483, Petersburg 16669; Ellen Ayers,
Deborah Grove, Lewis Grove, Peggy
Halleck, Phil Halleck, David Kyler, Josh
Kyler, Trudy Kyler, Melvin Lane, Ron
Singer.

INDIANA: Margaret Higbee, RR 2,
Box 166, Indiana 15701; 32 regular
observers; 3 stationary observers, and 15
feeder watchers.

JUNIATA: Linda Whitesel, RR 3, Box
820, Mifflintown 17059; John Straub, Lucy
Taylor, Aden Troyer, David Troyer, Wilson
Weidner.

LAWRENCE: Russ States, 24 E.
Fifth St, Oil City 16301; Suzanne Butcher,
Ruth Crawford, Shirley McCarl.

LEBANON: R.N. Franz, 7813
Kiwanis Rd, Harrisburg 17112-9447.

LEHIGH: Bernie Morris, 4324
Glenwood Dr, Emmaus 18049; Pauline
Morris.

LUZERNE: James T. Shoemaker, 24
Abrahams Dr, Wyoming 18644; Sandy
Goodwin, Stu Granger, Vivian Granger,
Alan Gregory, Monica Gregory, John
Jakoby, Fred Pacolitch, Martha Terry, Bob
Wasilewski.

MIFFLIN: Margaret Kenepp, RR 2,
Box 343, McVeytown 17051; Louis
Armstrong, Genevieve Aurand, Ron
Aurand, Gloria Bickel, Ann Conner, Cris
Gisewhite, Elaine Harmon, Rebecca
Harmon, Amanda Kaufmann, Jewel
Kaufmann, Mary Kaufmann, William
Kaufmann, Grace Miller, Sue Ritchey,
Carol Sanderson, Peg Sieks, Catherine
Snyder, Anne Yoder, Carolyn Wray.

NORTHAMPTON: Donald and
Elaine Mease, 2366 Springtown Hill Rd,
Hellertown 18055; Tim Burris, Fritz Brock,
Virginia Derbyshire, Polly Ivenz, Arlene
Koch, Carole Mebus, Matt Spengler,
Leander Stuart.

PHILADELPHIA: Ed Fingerhood,
70205 Delaire Landing, Philadelphia 19114-
4468; Sioux Baldwin, Ken Baker, Ron
Beauchamp, Skip Conant, Kristin Fleming,
Bob Friederman, Shirley Gracie, Nancy
Hence, Charles Hetzel, Peter Hill, Richard
Horowitz, Bernice Koplin, Michael Logan,
Leonard L. Malamut, Chris McCabe,
Michael McCabe, Quinn McCabe, Scott
McConnell, Beryl McCullough, Jim Mc-
Kinney, Helen McWilliams, Erica Meline,
John C. Miller, David O*Neil, Gerry
Parchman, Ruth Pfeffer, Frieda Rappaport,
Keith Russell, Robert Sehl, Matt Shellen-
berger, Sandra Sherman, Kate Sommer-
ville, Judy Stepanaski, Harry Todd, Anne
Tolon, Barb Tyler, Chris Walters, Frank
Windfelder, Charlie Wonderly.

POTTER: David W. Hauber, RR 2,
Box 153, Coudersport 16915; Marie Cass,
Betty Devling, Mary Devling, M.E.
Mitterer, Kirk C. Newton, Elizabeth
Witmer, Gary Witmer, James Witmer,
Miriam Witmer.

SULLIVAN: Nick Kerlin, PO Box 62,

Forksville 18616; Lou Blasi, Fred Crafts,
Ginny Davis, Joan Exley, Robert Exley,
Vincent Finan, Nancy Heaton, Helene
Jordan, Donna Long, Nichole Minier, Polly
Molyneaux, Renee Nichols, Heather
Remoff, Lois Richmond, Mary Lou Shaffer,
Adam Shultz, Erin Shultz, Lauren Shultz,
Phyllis Stott, Stuart Stott, Donnie Whit-
ford, Kyle Whitford, Kathy Worthington,
Larry Worthington, Matthew Worthington,
Lee Zelewicz, Molly Zelewicz, Zack
Zelewicz.

TIOGA: Robert M. Ross, RR 2, Box
113A, Wellsboro 16901; Arlene Brown,
Larry Brown, Ron Comstock, Marha Copp,
Bob Jareski, Pat Murphy, Brenda Root,
Howard Rothrock, Jean Rothrock, Dave
Sechrist, Janis Sterling, Mathew Sterling,
Verle Sterling, Joanne Stickler, Jack
Vogler, Sue Vogler, Beth Walker, Howard
Winkler, Peggy Winkler.

VENANGO: Russ States, 24 E. Fifth
St, Oil City 16301; Gary Edwards, Kathie
Gooodblood, Jenny Stanley, Russ States,
Carolyn Worley.

WAYNE: Voni and Joe Strasser, RR
2 Box 37, Hawley 18428; Tom and Sarah
Dein, Mary Hennings, Jim and Bonnie
Naizby, Floyd Schnackendpurg, Barbara
Yeaman.

WESTMORELAND: Dick Byers,
3570 Clawson Dr, Murrysville 15668;
Margaret Ackerman, Linda Berg, Ken
Byerly, Eileen Byers, Joan Davidov,
Adrienne Demczyk, Mary Dorman, Phyllis
Flasher, Sandy Frank, Rustie Groba,
Geroge Heasley, Norma Heasley, Duncan
Hyslop, Karen Jackson,Mary Jane Seipler,
Hope King, Don Koch, Dennis Lauffer, Bob

Leberman, Glenn Matteson, Mabel
Matteson, Gil Miskimmin, Bob Mulvihill,
Ted Nemeth, Tom Pearson, Jim Pemberton,
Barb Rich, Kathy Rowland, Larry Rowland,
Mary Shirland, Dennis Smeltzer, Ellie
Stanton, Tim Vechter.

In the following Table, the numbers under
the HIGH COUNTY column refer to the
following combinations.

1 = BUTL,CENT,INDI,WAYN
2 = CENT,CUMB,FRAN,HUNT,PHIL
3 = BERK,HUNT
4 = BERK,PHIL
5 = BERK,BUTL
6 = BUCK,CUMB
7 = BUTL,INDI
8 = CENT,PHIL
9 = BERK,CENT

10 = CLAR,ELK
11 = ALLE,CENT,FRAN
12 = GREE,WEST
13 = BUTL,TIOG
14 = CENT,WEST  
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